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(54) HUB MANAGEMENT FUNCTION ACTIVATING SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To specify to which of plural hubs including a 
hub with a management function in operation is 
connected by setting all hubs with management function 
automatically so as to controls the system such that 
two hubs in management operation are not in existence 
when plural hubs including the < two hubs with 
management function are connected in cascade. 
CONSTITUTION: In a hub HI having an input side inter- 
hub connector C1i and an output side inter- hub 
connector Clo to connect plural hubs in cascade and 
provided with a network management function, an 
activated means Ks comprising a connector plug is 
connected to the input side inter- hub connector C1i and 
a management function activating discrimination means 
Ml decides the state of a specific signal line on the 
connector Cli. When the decision result indicates an 
inactivate state, mask circuits Ml, M2 inactivate the 
network management function. 
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